Comparison of generic to branded pentavalent antimony for treatment of new world cutaneous leishmaniasis.
The cost of generic pentavalent antimony (generic stibogluconate) is approximately one-sixth that of branded pentavalent antimony (stibogluconate in the form of Pentostam or meglumine antimoniate in the form of Glucantime. We compared generic stibogluconate to Pentostam and Glucantime for the treatment of cutaneous leishmaniasis patients in Bolivia and Colombia. For all 114 patients, the per-protocol cure rates were 83-91% and the intent-to-treat cure rates were 75-83%. The highest values were in the generic stibogluconate group. The incidence of pancreatic enzyme abnormalities was 48-88% and the incidence of liver enzyme abnormalities was 48-87%. The lowest incidences were in the generic stibogluconate group. The efficacy and tolerance of inexpensive generic stibogluconate appears comparable to branded formulations for the treatment of cutaneous leishmaniasis in these endemic regions.